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The Irish Foster Care Association welcomes the HIQA inspection report on the
Dublin Mid-Leinster – Dublin South Central area
The Irish Foster Care Association (IFCA) welcomes the HIQA inspection report on the Dublin MidLeinster – Dublin South Central area that highlights regional variance in practice in managing
allegations within Tusla. It also underlined the confusion and uncertainty amongst social work
teams on how to manage welfare concerns and allegations.
IFCA has for some time been calling for the standardisation of national policies to ensure all who
deal with welfare concerns and allegations are clear on the parameters and processes to be
undertaken.
IFCA’s CEO, Catherine Bond welcomed the report. “The safety of children in foster care should
be the paramount concern for all involved in the service. Clear policies and guidance on the
management of welfare concerns and allegations are vital to ensure the safety of children and
that all involved are properly supported and informed of the process. A national policy needs to
be implemented uniformly in all Tusla areas; no area should be developing their own policies,
even on an interim basis.”
Many of the findings of the inspection reflect issues that have continually been identified in
IFCA’s annual and mid-year support service reviews. These issues include Garda vetting,
placement disruption, complaints management and many others.
IFCA acknowledges Tusla’s undertaking that it is putting an action plan in place to address those
areas of concern noted in the report. These concerns need to be considered by all Tusla areas to
ensure the optimum service is available to children in care; with over 93% of children in State
care placed with foster carers, it is essential there is clarity and consistency of practice within
the service.
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